Fukushima clean-up
The company responsible for decontaminating the ruined Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant in Japan says that the cost of doing so will soar. The Fukushima plant suffered meltdowns in three reactors on 11 March 2011 after being stricken by an earthquake and tsunami. On 7 November,
Open-access funds
Britain's research-funding agencies will spend more than £100 million (US$159 million) over the next five years to pay for work that they funded to be free to read, the agencies announced on 8 November. The grants will come out of the United Kingdom's science budget and will be awarded to universities and other research institutions. Research
Expensive errors
Mistakes in accounting for research projects funded by the European Union in 2011 may have amounted to 3% of the total spending in this area -around €360 million (US$460 million), according to a report published on 6 November. The European Court of Auditors found that "over-declaration of costs by beneficiaries" was the most common mistake by claimants, but said that most errors were likely to be unintentional. See go.nature. com/nc69zw for more. 
POLICY

Berlin's biomedicine
FOSSIL-FUEL SUBSIDIES DWARF RENEWABLES AID
Higher energy prices and rising consumption of oil and gas led to a recent surge of subsidies for fossil fuels to US$523 billion. The country has also rejected a proposed tax on high-sugar foods. See go.nature.com/ hkgyts for more.
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